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POLITICAL. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 25th May states that the tele- 
graphic messages lately received from 
Kabul regarding Abdul Rahman 
Khan’s attitude are very reussuring. It appears from the 
telegram of the 19th May that he has permitted hia troops 
to return to their homes on the ground that he has no inten- 
tion of entering into hostilities with the British Government. 
Almost all the other Afghan sardara have been opposed to 
us and have tried to harass us as much as they could, but he 
has done nothing against us since his arrival in Turkestan. 
This shows that he is a shrewd man and has au idea of our 
power. He appears to be the only man in Afghanistan who is 
capable of ruling, and probably he will be e on the 
throne by the Government of India. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 21st May. states that the 
8 chief difficulty which the Government 
„en of Kabel. ef India has to encounter at pre 
in settling the Kabul question is that it has uo faith i in any 


Abdul Rahman Khan, 
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of the Afghan sardars. They have proved themselves quite 
untrustworthy by violating their promises and engagements. 
The despatch of a mission to Abdul Rahman by the British 
officers at Kabul has indaced some persons to believe that 
the Government wishes to bestow the Amirship upon him, and 
one or two of our native contemporaries have also expressed 
their opinions in his favour. But we cannot too strongly 
impress on the mind of the Government that native public 
opinion is opposed to his accession to the throne. He has 
long received pecuniary aid from the Russians, and therefore 
will undoubtedly intrigue with them against us. If lp is 
plaved on the throne, all the trouble and expense which the pre- 
sent wat has involved will have been in vain. In our opinion, 
the best way of placing the affairs of Afghanistan on a satis- 
factory footing would be by declaring Musa Khan heir to 
the throne and appointing a council of regency to conduct 
the administration during his minority. In the meantime he 
should be given a good education. 1 
NATIVE STATES. 

The Mirat-ul-Hind for May refers to the article of the 
World in which it complained of the 
prevalence of maladministration in 
Kashmir and urged the repurchase of the State, and remar 
that the article was written before the results of the elepto 
were known. The late Conservative Government probab r. 
sidered the annexation of Kashmir essential for “ the scieni- 
fic frontier” of India, and such articles were published to pre 
pare the mind of the British public to accept the annere 
But we are convinced that the new Liberal Government 
net take Kashmir from the Maharaja unless be is gu 
some foul play. If it is deemed necessary to take, Kashmir, # 
Government will pay suitable compensation to him. ii 
meantime he should spare no pains to improve ‘the ane 
tration like Maharaja Holkar. It is to be regret ted ihn 
has done nothing to encourage the apread of e | luc 10 : li 2 
his state. eee 
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The Oudh Akhbdr of the 22nd May urges that the Maha- 
raja of Kashmir should publish a full 
account of his administration of famine - 
in English, in order to refute the charges that have been 
brought against the State by the London Times and other 
English papers. 


The same subject. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, 
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The Rahkbar-i-Hind (Lahore) of the 25th May states: Cireulation, 


“he new Liberal Go- As soon as we heard of the election 
vernment. of a majority of Liberdi Members for 
Parliament, we expressed a hope in our issue of the 13th 
April that the new Liberal Government would abolish the 
Press Act and other Acts which are opposed to the freedom 
of the natives, and that they might even have the courage te 
ask for the establishment of a separate Parliament in India. 
We expect a great deal from the new Government. It may 
be asked why our hopes were not realized when the Liberals 
were formerly in power. The cause of this was that ten or 
fifteen years ago we did not know which was the proper way 
of agitating our grievances. It would not be fair to. charge 
the late Conservative Government with deliberately doing us 
harm. It had good intentions and tried to do.us good according 
to its own ideas. Its policy was to increase the prestige of 


the people by increasing that of the Crown.. The chief events 
of its administration are the following :— 


(1) It did not assist the Porte with men or money dur 
ing the late Russo-Turkish war, nor did. it even 3 tell 
it to expect no aid: from it. 


(2) It neither made friends with Russia: nor put a stop 
to her opposition by waging war against her. 

(J It interfered: with the ‘liberty of Egypt, but did not 
fully comply with dhe wishes of the opponents of chat country. 


(4) It deposed the Gackwar in compliance with the 
‘wishes: of an ordinary Huropean officer. A commission con- 
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sistirig of Europeans and Natives was appointed to enquire 
into the case, but the opinions of the native members w were 
disregarded by the late Government. 


(5) Berar was not restored to the Niz&m. 


(6) The late Government bestowed the title of Empress 
of India upon Her Majesty, which implies the possession of 
absolute power on the part of H er Majesty. 


(7) A great darbar was held at Delhi in honour of. ‘the 
‘assumption of the title of “Empress of India” by Her Majesty, 
which put the Government to an expense of lakhs of rupees 
and the native chiefs to krores of rupees. 


(8) Medals and titles were freely distributed in honour of 
the occasion, but the natives were not admitted to the higher 
tanks of the public service, 


(9) An Act was passed to impose restrictions upon le 


liberty of the vernacular press, but the English press remain- 
ed free. 


(10) The late l shunned: the ‘annual subsidy 
paid to the Amir of Kabul, occupied Quetta, and hastily sent 
a mission to Kabul. When the mission was refused admission 
by the Amir into his territories, the Government proolait 
war against him which has not yet come to an end. The wer 
has involved as great a loss in men, money, and animals, ¥ 
a war with Russia might have done. 


(11) The correspondents of newspapers were prohine 
from going to the seat of war. It will be magpie * 
the Russians were denounced by Englishmen for pursue 
the same policy during the late B ee war. 


(12) The cotton import duties were ab. 
on Indian cotton thread and other goods increased. 
(18) New rules were passed for the admission’ pf i 
to the Civil Service, According to these rules o- 
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the recruits. nn every year will be natives; the native 
civilians will form a seperate service, and their pay will be 
only two-thirds that of the Europeans. 


The Conservatives did many other things of less impor- 
tance, but all of them were objectionable. Their policy was 
a half-hearted one. They never before showed such anxiety 
to please and flatter the Crown as they did daring their late 
term of office. We hope thatthe new Government will 
endeavour to promote the interests both of the Crown and 
the people, and specially devote its attention to the following 
matters :— 


‘ 


(1) The Afghan war should be concluded as soon as 
practicable. If Yakub Khan is not guilty, as is generally 
believed by the public, he should again be placed on the 
throne. The officers in charge of the Kabul expedition should 
be taken to task for the extravagant use of public money on 
their part and for the illegal acts that they may have com- 


mitted in Afghanistan. 


(2) The license-tax should be abolished, and some satis- 


factory arrangements made for the prevention and relief of 
famine. 


(3) A separate Parliament should be established in India, 
or the right of representation in the British Parliament be con- 
ceded to the natives and the proportion of natives in the 
Viceroy’s Council increased. 


(4) The Government should recognize no distinction be- 


tween Natives and Europeans in regard to their eligibility to 
the public service both in the Civil and Military Departments. 
All admissions should be made by ‘competitive’ tan 

and not by nomination. es 


(5) Both primary and high education should be encour- 
aged amongst the natives. 3 


(6) The Government should grant * eue to 
English and Native merchauts. 
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If the Liberals carried out the above proposals, all the 
grievances of the natives ‘would be redressed and the — 


ment would acquire immortal fame. 


The Akhbdr-i-Am (Lahore) of the 19th May states that 
Lord Lytton’s Indian, ®2 unjust and shortsighted policy 
administration. may appear to succeed for a while, 
but it is sure to fail in the end Lord Lytton and Sir John 
Strachey will at once know from this. sentence what we are 
going to write. At the commencement of the Kabul war we 
clearly showed that it would be unjust and unwige to seddle 
poor India with the cost of the war. But, of course, Lord Lytipa 
would not listen to.a native newspaper. The editors of Anglo- 
Indian newspapers, who are the enemies of the natives, declared 
that India was a rich country and could afford to pay for thewar 
without difficulty, and doubted the loyalty of the natives for ex- 
pressing their inability to pay the cost. The natives could do 
nothing. They sighed with grief, looked up to. heaven, and 
remained silent. Sir John Strachey estimated the entire war 
expenses at two millions sterling, and Lord Lytton readily 
accepted his estimates and commenced the wan. Lord 


‘Beaconsfield was much pleased with Lord Lytton for defraying 


the whole cost from the Indian exchequer and not calling upen 


the Home Government to share it. Moreover, he abolished the 


cotton import duties in accordance withthe wishes of the cotton 
lords of Manchester and defeated all the efforts of the natives 
to obtain admission to the Covenanted Civil Service. 4a 
general election of members of Parliament was. about to be 
held, his object was to win the goodwill of Englishmen by 
these means, in order that they might be pleased to ream 

his lease of power. The Conservatives. even spent. la 


rupees in giving dinners to them, but in vain. Heaven sm 
listened to the prayers of helpless natives. Englishmen 
convinced that Lord Beaconsfield’s unjust’ policy 3 * 
lated to alienate the hearts of natives from then ö diem 
‘him from the Premiership, and appointed Ur. a * : 
who is famous for justice and wisdom,’ in his e sc?” 
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natives are very fortunate that they ate under the rule of 

such an able and just nation. Lord Lytton, who depended 

upon Lord Beaconsfield for support, has also been obliged 
to resign. The new ministry has already begun to expose 

his deceitful policy, and he is now anxious to be relieved 

from his duties as soon as possible. The cost of the war 

first engaged the attention of the ministry. It has been found 

on enquiry that six millions sterling have already been spent 

while Sir John Strachey estimated the cost at only two millions. 
Lord Lytton is now at his wit's end. Sir John Strachey, who 

has received a bonus of fifty thousand rupees for making this 

estimate, should be called upon to explain the difference. Our 

Anglo-Indian contemporaries, which have hitherto praised 

Lord Lytton, now find fault with him. They are ‘friends in 

prosperity and not in dis tress. We hope that Lord Lytton is 
now convinced of the value of their friendship and what is the 
recompense of inj justice. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd of: the 17 th May Ge on ie. 
The new Liberal Gov. 218¢idem), referring to the late Parlia- 

crament, ‘mentary elections, remarks that the 

victory of the Liberals is a matter fot national congratulation, 

We are very fortunate that the new ministry consists. of such 
men as Mr. Gladstone, Lord Hartington, Lord Northbrook, 

Earl Granville, Mr. Fawcett, &c., who are the true friends of 
India. We are convinced that the evils to which we, were 

exposed under the late régime will be removed by the new 
Government. The fate of the Press and Arms Acts is 
sealed. Mr. Gladstone repeatedly condemned them-when he 
was out of office, and there is no reason to think that he will 
now change his opinion. The Indian Association of Calcutta 
has done and is doing a great deal for us. We ‘should be 
very thankful to it and assist it as mach as we can. 


The Oudh Punch of the 18th May has published a picture 
The change of the minis- in which Lord Beaconsfield is repre- 
85 sented as a hunter, and the late Sedre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, the late Ohanoellor of the 
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Exchequer, the late War Minister, and the Viceroy of India, 


as dogs with the faces of men. The native proverb that 


Khalil Khan has done shooting doves is the letter-press, 
Khalil Khan appears to have been a hunter famous ſor shoot 


ing doves. The proverb is applied to a man ve. — of 
prosperity or authority is over. 


Tho Koh-i-Nér of the 22nd May states ws that now that ie 
the Vernacular Press Gladstone has been appointed Prime 


Minister of England, the natives d are 


prion waiting to see when he will abolish the Verna 
Press Act. There is no doubt that he will sooner or later take 
the question into consideration and make ‘the vernac 


press free, especially on the ground that the Gove * font ag’ 


present does not obtain those benefits from the 


newspapers which it otherwise could. The editor then 4 f 
the remarks made by the Aligarh Institute Gasatte oni “the : 
subject in its review of Lord Lytton’s Indian admiitistratiod 
(see the Selections for the week ending the 6th May, 188, | 


page 310 et seq.), and says: Our ‘contemporary’s - 


are probably based on the same principle on whit i 


condemns every Indian thing as worthless. It is 


that our contemporary has such à bad opinion of the verur- 


cular press, The vernacular press is gradually: coming’ 
into the hands of able and edacated men. Our cortenrporaty: 


itself, the Oudh Akhbar, the Anjuman · i- Punjab, de, 16 


specimens of good vernacnlar newspapers. If our ¢ 
porary compares the present condition of the ve 


with what it was in 1827, it will at once seo what gre ‘pre ö 


gress it has made. Some of our contemporaries 


abuse theit liberty. They shonld be dealt-with under the" 
Indian Penal Code. It is not just that others — ae 


for their faults. 
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article the editor of the World remarks that the Darbar officials 
endeavoured to prevent the exposure of their conduct during 
the late famine by bribing the Anglo-Indian and the verna- 
cular press, and their efforts were successful with the latter. 
The vernacular press is in a very bad position. Now that 
the vernacular newspapers have refrained from publishing 
complaints againt Kashmir, they are accused of receiving 
bribes from that State. If they had published complaints 
they would have been charged with an. attempt to extort 
bribes from the State by threats, and an action would have 
been instituted against them under the Press Act. We are only 
theoretically free ; practically we are treated like prisoners: 


The Indian Herald of the 17th April is quite right in saying 


that the promises which the Government of India has made 
and the laws and regulations it has passed have not done the 
smallest good; that the educated. natives understand those 


promises, and that the ignorant people consider the present 
state of things to be the same as it was under the late 


régime. What was the state of things under the late régime? 
Any official oppressed or ill-treated any person as he pleased, 
and then by foree prevented him from complaining against him, 
If he still persisted in complaining, he was killed. The officers 
had no laws or regulations to follow. They were free to act 
as they pleased. The British Government has passed good 
laws: but the question. is whether they have done us any 
practical good. If a person offends. against the law, he is 
at once severely punished :. but the officers ean: violate the 
law with impunity. If any vernacular newspaper complains 
of the commission of an illegal act by a subordinate. officer, 


the higher authorities call for reports from the district: 


officers. The district officers declare the complaint to be 
false, because it is calculated to reflect discredit upon them. 
On this the higher authorities permit the officer complained 


against to prosecute the editor of the paper for. defamation. 8 


The case is decided by the distriet off 
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punish the editor with severity. Hence it is evident that 
the vernacular newspapers have not liberty to express: their 
opinions. In these circumstances, who will pay a bribe to 
them? The editors of English newspapers cam extort bribes 
from the native chiefs, because. the Governinent: A 


believes them. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 22nd May states that it Is a ong: 
- athe balls let se by on among the Hindus to let Jon bolle 
Hindus to perpetuate to perpetuate their memory. This is 
their memory. 4 good oustom, inasmu ch gs besides 
accomplishing this object it is calculated to perpetuate the rage 
of oxen which are so usefal for the cultivation of land., For- 
merly those men who let loose bulls made satisfactory a1 arrange 
ments for their support, but this is not the case at present. The 
result is that they now wander about in the streets in search 
of food. Children are sometimes run over by them. In our 
opinion each municipal committee should keep such bulls at 
a suitable place in the town and feed them. Each man whe 
lets loose a bull should he required to pay 2 rupees a mo 
for its support. 8 5 


POST-OFFICE., 


é 2 
Sa 


The Pramod Sindhu (Amraati) of the oath ‘May cow 

plains that any man who goed to te 
post-office at Amraoti to register 
letter has to wait for a long time at the post-office bet re. * 


The post-office, Amraoti. 


letter is registered. The cause of this delay on the: art of 


the office clerks is the great pressure of work. The tra ans a 

of che issue of money orders from the treasury to the pos 
office under the new system has greatly incteased t x 5 wo 
of the latter, but no additional aid has yet been given te f. 
office establishment. Moreover, there is generally a . a 1 * 
delivery of letters, because the number of pains attached u 
the office was reduced same time ago. pe 
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RAILWAY. 1 GON EO 


The Qui 7 - ul Akhbir (Allahabad) of the 23rd ‘Mas coni- 
The railway police and ‘plains of the misconduct of the rail- 


ruarda, Allahabad. way police and young European 


guurds towards the natives at the railway station, Allahabad. 
If any respectable native goes to the station to see his friend or 
relative off, some young European guard threatens to beat 
him with a cane and drives him away from the platform. 


The passengers are generally abused and assaulted by 25 | 


police and the guards. All the passengers are placed in som 

carriages at the rate of ten or eleven mon in each —— 
ment, and some carriages are allowed to remain empty. 
Overcrowding is. a sources of great ingonvenience to the pas- 


r ne in the hot e, | 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd (Benares) of the 17th bh May re 


The alleged misconduct ceived on the 21st idem) complains 


ait ys 3 of the alledged misconduct of a pol ice 


nates, constable named Vishwa Nath Singh 
towards a goldsmith who lives in muhalla N opalikhapra, 
Benares. 


The same paper of the 24th May, in its local news co- 
lumn, complains that the streets and 
the streets and lanes in lanes in Benares are very dirty at pre- 


The dirty condition. of 


Benares. sent, and urges that the members of 


the municipal committee should frequently visit them and 
see that they are properly cleaned by the sweepers. 


The Jam-i-d amshed (Moradabad) of the 23rd May, in its 
local news: colama, states that there 
is a man in Moradabad who is cont- 
monly known by the title of Haji. For some time he lived 
like a poor vagabond in the town. Lately. he induced a 
woman to divorce her husband, and afterwards married her. 
He has built a large house. at a-cost of seven or eight 


A Haji in Moradabad. 
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thousand rupees. Moreover, he has ten or fifteen servants and 
lives in high style. The question is how he has become s 80 
rich at once. He was lately charged with stealing some 
beams, but was acquitted by. the court, 


The same paper of the 16th May (received: ‘on the ‘22nd 


One Indarman, Morad- idem), in its local news column, 
— states that some time ago one Indar- 


man, the proprietor of a printing-press at Moradabad, pub- 
lished a book entitled the Hamlai Hind against the Musal- 
man religion. He has lately published another book entitled 
the Samsdmi Hind, in which he has abused that religion and 
the Musalman prophets and saints, which has greatly 
aggrieved the hearts of the Musalman inhabitants of that town. 
If he continues to publish such books, probably he will be 
killed some day by some Musalman. The Government should 
burn the books and close the press. 11 5 
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